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Snozr CONFERENCE, 45 


E muſt acquaint the Reder this -: 
when this Conference was firſt a: 
greed upon, we deft igned it altoge= 
ther private, and never to have ſeen » , 4” 
the Light; but when we found that our Deſign $A 
was quite inverted, we were prevailed 1 to 
pn it for the following Reaſons. * *. = 
5 „When I was admitted to the Roo 
White Mr Gib was, I took none with me d > 
another Man, who was labouring under the Rae... _ 48 
Doubts, and we expected none to be with n 
Gib but another Man, who was the only H 
ment of our meeting together; but when K © 
came in, we found ourſelyes uite deceived: fe F4 
inſtead of Secrecy, we Wa ie oom all R.. 
Mr Gib's Hearers, who were not. Fi Ittle trouble "ll 
= ſome to us in the Time of ouf Difevurle;; „ 2 
after we were parted, they made it their Buſinef 1 008 
= to ſpread a Report, that we had ſpoken nothing i "2, $5 
the Affair but Blaſphemy and Nonſenſe: EE 
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A ſecond Reaſon may be this, We were invited * 8 | 
to a friendly Converſe, but we found it quite other 8 SG. 
wiſe; for Mr Cib appeared to be in great Wrathz” 5 
aid told us, that he would diſcourſe a little my Ts 
the Subject for the Edifitation . of his gon 
Hearers, but not at all for our Sakes. And as this 
was cur Entertainment in the Entry, fo likewiſe 5 Ml 
in the Courſe of our Reaſoning, our Liberty .. 
A2 Spes k 


' 


I Ks seh was much relleiocd; both by Mr Cb and 
2 3 5 his Hearers. He told us he muſt deres interrupt- 
EX: ed, and they boaſted us to hold our Pence, and 

let Mr Gih {peak.; ſo that when we Bad waited . 
Yb aug until we- heard both our Words and 
their Meaning inverted, we then ſaw it needful to 
A= as ſhort comprehenſive Anſwers as we could, 
ecauſe not ſuffered to enlarge our Arguments to 
their native Length; which we ſhall eſſay to do | 
> 3-3 MErE with all Brevity. ; 

ESR EC The 27 Reaſon may be this. Mr Cib told us 
5 ſeveral of his Theſis, which we muſt take upon 
| his Authority, and would not ſuffer us ro return 

one Wold of Anſwer ; but in ſome Manner we 
were violently. thruſt out of his, Preſence ; unte 
which we ſhall give an Anſwer in its proper Place, 
and commit the whole: to the iz2partial-World, 
that every Man may judge for himſelf. And be- 
1 cauſe my Neighbour that accompanied me, was 
| =” of the fame. Sentiments with myſelf, e thall up. | 
+ 
2 1 K plural for the ſingular Number. ä 
Wesſhall not ſpend more Time for otrodubktag 
- The Occaſion of this Conference is briefly thus.“ 
One of the Probationers of thoſe called Anti: 
. preaching at Biggar upon one of their 
- ,Faſt-days, took occaſion to explain and illuſtrate 
the Nature, Subjects, and Ends of the greater Ex- 
communication, and to rectify our miſtaken No- 
tions of that awful Sentence: He told his Audi- 
tory, that this Sentence did not imply a being 
caſt out of the Kingdom of Chriſt, and delivered 
over Soul and Body to the Devil; for he ſtill lodk- 
ee upon them as godly Men, and in à gracious 
State; and if that had been the Import of the 


y 4 2 eee he Would 55 55 9285 ave conſented to it. 


1 ' 
j 


l and delivered to Satan for the Deſtruttion f 


| abe Faithful, and all and every one of the Faitk- 5 


How this can agree with their "own ex 15 
Words uſed in this Sentence, which we 110 = 
greeable to the Form of ſound Words uſed: in the 
ſacred Oracles, we couid not-well conceive. | 
Their Words are to this Purpoſe : © Therefore 
© jn the Name and by the Authority of the Lord 
* Jeſus Chriſt, the alone King and Head of his 
Church, I do, as the Mouth of this Synod; in 

the Face of this Congregation, pronounce them 
7 to be excommunicate with the greater os 


munication ; caſt out from the Church of i 1 


c declared to be of thoſe whom the Lord f 0 : 


© commandeth to be holden by all and e Wen 
„of the Faithful, as heathen Men, and Publicings . 


the Fleſh, that their Spirits may de ſaved ; . the 
c Day of the Lord Jelug,”-- 3-8 

Now, how to reconcile theſe Words with the 
Preacher” s Explication we were utterly unable. 

The firſt Thing we inquired into, was, From 
what were they caſt out? Anſ. From the Church 
of Chriſt, not only viſible, but inviſible; fromy © 


ful: In mort, it is from the Catholic Chorch.of 
true Believers, for they are to look upon themas 
heathen Men and Publicans. And if we believe a 
Communion of Samts in Giſts, Graces, Dat. 
and Privileges, by virtue of their being Members I 
of one Body, unite to one Head by Bond af one 
Spirit ſo then their being caſt out from Com. | 


munion with the Church of the Faithful, doth ne- 77 "I 


ceſſarily imply their being caſt out from Chef; 
for that Member that hath no Union or Comimu- 
nion with the Body, can have none with the Head. 

009 1 7 what are 0 caſt out A. Ta | 


Satan. . 4 +4 
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1 
Satan. To Satan as a Reformer? that cannot he; ; 
but as God's Executioner of his juſt Vengeance. 
Zaly, What is it that is caſt out and delivered 
10 Satan? Anſ. It is the whole Perſon, Soul and 
Body. Some of the Antiburghers deny - this, 
They tell us, that it is not the Men, but their Cor. 
ruptions; not their Perſons, but their Viges. Now, 
this is ſo unintelligible, that we fee nat how it 
ean ſtand with either Religion or Reaſon. For, 
1.) Our Corruptions never had Communion with 
Chriſt ; and that which never had Communion; 
eannot be ſaid to be excommunicate. Chriſt keeps 
Communion only with the new Nature, and not 
with our Corruptions, which is juſt the Remains 
_ of the firſt Adam, the Seed of the old Serpent, 
En. ) Vices or Corruptions have no poſitive Being, 
but as they inhere in a rational Exiſtent; other- 
20 8 . e they are a Non- entity; they are juſt a Priva- 
| tion or Want of thoſe moral good Qualities con- 
. created with our Nature. (3. ) If they can deliver 
our Corruptions to the Devil, and not our Perſons, 
they mult either have none themſelves; or it 
they have, why do they not firſt pull out the 
Beam before they ſpy the Mote ? for Charity. be- 
gins at Home. (4.) If they can deliver Corruptions 
and-Vices to the Devil, and not the Perſons, then 
| mer Sins be caſt into Hell, and not the Sinner. 
Now, thoſe Things were ſo dark and intricate 
to us, that we were Willing to receive Light from ; 
any Man that could hold the optic Glaſs bcefofe ? 
our Eyes. Therefore we deſired Converſe with the 
Preacher upon Aiunday after the Faft, in order to 
our Illumination, but! it was denied, becauſe the Man | 
"was in hafte; but we were told we ſhould have 
elde r Men to converſe with to better Advantage, 
raren 
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who would clear all our Doubs. 
When Mr Cib came to this Place, we . e 
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long . Time, until we were obliged to open our YN 
Mouth, and addreſs him in this Manner; Sr, 


expect that the Man who hath called us hither By © 


M 
+9 
Tor 


nuity. He told us that we were not come for 
Light, but to diſpute the Matter to ſerve. ſome _ _ 
other End, which he was unwilling to do, in 1. 
gard a Country-man was not his Equal, and if be 
ould gain the Day, he ſhould count it no Victor. 
Mie replied, That it was too raſh judgment; 
we came for Light, though we would not act tie 
Part of the Simple to believe every Word; we 
would caſt his Arguments into the Balance of hr 


Ws 
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je * 
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5 
2 133 Sx | 
> Wh hy. 
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«4 


| © 


„ 
8 ry, and if they carry Weight, bereue | 
them, and if ot, reject beh. 
Mr Cib anſwered, It is good not to call Man 
B Futßer on Earth, but to ſee with our on Eyes; 
5 but he Judged we were already determined: Ne. ba 
3 8 vertheleſs what I deliver, ſhall be for the Edifica. EF 
HE tion. of . thoſe. I am concerned in, not for you. i 
Though this was but cold Entertainment, yet we 
1 - proceeded to open our Sentiments concerning the 
& IT greater 3 in theſe ene Par. 
1 5 5 ticulars. g 
. We ſay, that no Man can certainly judge 
1 or determine any Man's future State, what it ſhall 
be hereafter, in regard no Man can enter into the 
Secrets of Election and Reprobation ; nor can any 
* "Net Bounds to ſovereign and free Grace, who 
ae EZ : worketh how and when he will. + 
.* 2dly, We ſay, theſe only are the Subjects of the | 1 
is greater Excommunication, who are guilty of ſuch Wl 
Sf 4 8 4 TE times, as damnable Hereſies, or groſs Immora. * 
| lities, which, if perſiſted in wilfully and obſtinate - 
5 Jy, are inconſiſtent with. a State of Grace.  _ 
3dly, We ſay, that ſuch as are laid under that 
BE  _. 2wful Sentence, continuing impenitent in oppoſi- 
—_ rich. to Light and . muſt inevitably, fr 
Ml r 5 3 That we begged t the Queſtion 
which we had not made out. 
= We replicd, We would not beg the Queſtion ; 5 
we a had our Warrant from our Saviour's owa 
Words, Matth. xviii. 16. 17. 18. he neglect᷑ u 
hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen 
aan and a publican. Verily I ſay unto you, Whatſe 
2: ever ye ſhall bind on earth Hall be bound in heaven. 
__ Nox an excommunicate Man ĩs as cans : FA 
; OT . 5 


= Hecathen' is deſtitute of all Crack. The Apoſſſe 
deſcribes their State graphically, Epb. ii. 12. That 2 
at that time ye were without Chriſt, being aliens 25 2 
| from the commonwealth of "Iſrael, and ſtran ger 
| from the Covenants of promiſe, having no hope, aut 
without God in'the world. 7 0 OY ono 


| he is, it is a Brother. Now, although a Brother 


it may not be a Brother in Grace: And if ſo, ] 
then, by the Church's Excommunication they can 
caſt a Man out of a State of Grace that nSοẽã Was _ . .Þ 
in it, which would be Blaſphemy: ta affir x 
We replied, that this is a begging af thęe W 3: 
ſtion, which cannot be proven. And 5 

Men will take the Liberty to ſuppoſe a 3 


; and fo it is taken here, Pool's Aunot. on HH 
cc; and indeed it ſuits beſt with our Savioufßß, & 
cope, which is to inſtruct his Church how ts om 
Ig of a Brother fallen from his Profeſſion, and 
Continuing obſtinate and finally impenitent, that 1 
ee is no better than a Heathen or a Publican. Iirr 
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Mr Gib anſwered, We muſt notice the Wordlss 


going before with what follows after: Firſt, ¹jmlU 


be . variouſly taken in Scripture, yet there is no + 


Limits ſet upon it here; nothing to hinder why 


o * 
Ty, = 


and lay it for a Foundation, he ay 
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uſual for our Saviour to call them Brethren and ; 
Lhildren who are only nominally ſuch, until ke 


a” * 
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nd all ye are brethren ; even when Judas was in 


> * 
® — 


de. pleaſed in his holy Providence to diſcover them LY 
Patth. xxiii. 8. One is your Maſter, even Chriſt, _ 1 
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Wes. 


I 8 : Kd Racer it is u aldi that a Brother! in a State 
| of Grace can fall from Grace, the Argument will 


be ſtrong and concluſive. : That a Brother fallen 
from his Profeſſion, and continuing obſtinate and 
„impenitent, never was in a State of Grace, but is 
as an Heathen and a Publican ; but ſuch an one is 
this here, the Lips of Truth hath ſaid it: There- 
fore he never had the leaſt Grain of ſaving Grace, 
The whole of this Argument is made out from | 
1 7 ii, 19. They went out from us, but they 
were not of ' us for if they had been f us, they 
would no doubt Fave continued with us : but they 


. 3 - went out, 1hat they might be W ft, that 


"they were not all of us: 
3 Mr Gb now proceeded to the latter Part of the | 
. Verſe, ond told us, that the Words did not read, 
1 im bea heathen, but Let him be unto thee as 
un Heut hen. 
We replied, that if the Word as did not point 
. Thing itſelf, then we find the like Expreſſion 


. Si bk : 5 e Chriſt, John i. 14. And the Word was 


— de Ne /h, and #welt among us, and we beheld 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 


| i ; Father. Now, if the Word as doth not point the 


Thing itſelf, then this was not the real Glory of 
the only begotten of the Father, but only as ſuch. 
This would rob Chriſt of his Deity, and ſo: horrid 
Blaſphemy. | 
Mr Gib anfwered, that ſorzetiioes the Word 4 as 
is taken in Scripture poſitively, and ſometimes 
comparatively ; and ſo in the 1ſt of 7ohn poſitive- 
ly, but in Matthew comparatively. 5 
We replied, Be it ſo, that in the 18th of Mat- 
thew it is taken comparatively ; then we may ſay, 
5 that an excommunicate þ Man is 3 equary as en 


o _ 
«+ 
** 


B EY 
— 


cour Saviour's Comparifon is not juſt and eq = 3 
Q1 RE 


Names than they juſtly deſerved, as Ive ule-to-_ "0 


can: 5 


blic Tax-gatherers under the Roman Government, 8 
like our Gadgers. This Addition we acknowled- 


thought they could not call our Saviour by a more 5 4 


” SS SW oY» 7 


and finners ; whoſe Wickedneſs Jechatet: them to _— 


of Men, which none can do but God only. 


_ KS | A 
1 9 * * 
% #8 


of Grace as a Heathen and Publican, other 


but taught his Followers to call Men by N 


ſay, to nickname and miſcal them; which: to af- | 

firm of him who is Truth itſelf, would be horrid - 

Blaſphemy ; Shall not the Judge US all the earth, 

do right? wp : 
Mr Cib asked what we underſtood by a pull. 


We anſwered, By a publican we ndert 8 
profane Stranger ſhut out from Communion wien 
the 7ewi/ſh Church, the only viſible Church then Þ 
upon Earth. Mr Gib added, that they were pu 


F 
ged to be true; for they ſeem to have their Name 9 
from their Office but is little to the preſent Pur» + 
poſe. We cannot think that our Saviour compa- 
red an excommunicate Man to a Publican ſimply. 2 
for his Office, but becauſe they were notoriouſly BY. 
wicked ; hence we find them ranked e „ | 
med Sinners and Harlots; and the Pha 


ignominious Name than a friend. of © publicare,”, - : Af 


be deſtitute of ſaving Grace, and fitlygeſembling t the 
proper Subjects of the greater Excommunication. Y 

Mr Gb goes on as a Man aſtoniſhed, and told 
us, that he never wonld have thought that ſuch + 
extravagant N otions would have entered into an 
Man's Head, as to think that the Church,” either 14 
repreſentative or diffuſive, can enter into the in- 22 
viſible World, and judge and determine the States 
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We replied, that it is God's Prerogativeonly 


+ - hy 
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7 — * 
4 Ba — 


te naked and open before him ; and his judgment 
7s according to tmuth. Man judges according to 
tze outward Appearance; God knows all Things, 
be ſees them in his own Eſſence by one ſimple 
Act of his Underſtanding : He knows what they 
Were, what they are, and what they ſhall be; and 
therefore his Judgment is abſolute: We know 
them by Parts, and what they appear to us at 
preſent ; and therefore our Judgment is condition- 
al. It is true the more ſpiritual any thing is, the 
more inviſible; yet we may know ſomething of 


* 


that Shich is inviſible by that which is viſible; 


* 


ann of an inviſible God may be known 


by his viſible Works, even by them who are def- 


=  titute of ſupernatural Revelation, Rom. i. 20.; 


n 
. Fa f 
_ 
$4 
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A. 
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32333 nh mary V0 c 7 2 


C fore the eyes M the wicked: How may that 
de known ? His tranſgreſſion ſaith ſo Ve words © 4 


in the frokt of God ; verl. 23. I perceive thut ih 


2 | fleſh are manifeſt, which are theſe, Adultery, -» 
= /rnication, uncleanneſs, laſeiviouſnefs, idolatry, 


= /ife, ſeditians, hereſics, ermvyings, murders, = 
. . . N 1 S 

inherit the kingdom of Cod. We grant that tbe 

| erred, and may err in Judgment; which requires 


Aſſembly, in their Form of Church- government, 


| for thoſe Blemiſhes which may be the Spots ß l 
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, Cn 
viour taught, and what the Saints In all Ages have — 
practiſed. P/al. xxXvi. I. 3. There is no fear of © * 


SS. * 
* 


of lis mouth are iniquity and deceit: he hath eit 


| off to be wiſe, and to do good. Acts viii. 21. Pę- 


ter faith to Simon Magus, Thy heart is not rige 


3 


art in the gall of bitterneſs, and in the bond in- _ 1 


 iquity. How was all this known? Verſ. 17. 19. 


19. 20. by his Words he declared that he thought _. I 
in his heurt that tle gift of Cod might be. pure ha. 


% 


La with money. We lay indeed, that Grace is-fo © -Þ 
rare a Jewel in our World, and by reaſon of 
Counterfeits, that we think it eaſier to diſcern 
ho hath it not, than who bath it. But the Per-: + 
ſors that we are inquiring for, are ſuch as ſcem to "= 
have their Condemnation written on their Fore © 


heads : Gal. v. 19. 20. 21. Now the works of the e. 


* 


78 


witchcraft, hatred, variancez»emulations,. uf ab, 
drunkenneſs, revellings, and ſuch. like : of "the 
which 1 fell you before, as 1 have alſo told eu in 


time paſt, 1. at they which do ſuch things, ſhall W 


7 "=Y 
: 


Church of. Chriſt in this State of Imperfection hath” | 


+I. 
the more Care and Caution, leſt they condemn tbe 5 
Rigliteous with the Wicked. The Weſtminſter -  * 


tells us, that this Sentence ſhould pats upon naune 


* 
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God's Children. O how much need is there 
ERS. 


* * 


8 F * — - _ 5 
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WA" 4 a | Spirit of 8 to them that ft i in Judg- q 
= ment, ſeeing they judge for God, that he may be 
with them in the judgment; for he that Ju er | 
the wicked, and condemneth the tuft, both * are 
an abomination to the Lord. 
Mr Gib anſwered, that this was an Ordinance | 
of God for the reclaiming of the Guilty, for turn- 
ing them from their Error, and the Evil of their 
Way, that they might learn not to blaſpheme, 
and that their Spirit —__ be ſaved i in the Day of 
the Lord Jeſus. | 
Me replied, that it is the moſt awful Sword 
that the Church can draw, and the laſt Mean that 
can be uſed with obſtinate Sinners. Being dif- 
penſed upon proper Subjects, in a right Manner, 
agreeable to the divine Rule, it is a Mean in the 
Hand of the Spirit of God to wound and awaken 
the Conſcience of the obſtinate and impenitent 
Sinner: When he conſiders that he is now caſt 
out of the Kingdom of Chriſt, and delivered over 
to Satan, the Executioner .of vindictive Wrath, 
and that whatſoever is done on Earth, agreeable 
to the Will of God, is ratified in Heaven ; - this 
ricks and wounds bim at the Heart, and makes 
im cry, What ſhall I do to be ſaved? But on 
«the other hand, when- this awful Sentence 1s -ab- 
uſed contra to the Word, then it hath a quite 
contrary Effect; it is juſt a Mean in the Hand of 
Satan to ſtupify and harden a wicked Generation. 
A late Inſtance we have in this Kingdom of awick- 
ed Wretch who was guilty of Adultery, and ma- 
ny other attrocious Crimes, and continued opſti 
nate and impenitent; he being threatened with 
the greater Eu communication, told the Preſbyte- 


Ty that he did not * it, he would have good 
| 7 CONTI ; 


com any, the Er/kines and their Brethren, good 
and great Men, and their Sentence would not — 
him out of Heaven. We own that a Sovereig 
Lord may make uſe of Devils and wicked Men 
for the Frial, Exerciſe, and Chaſtiſement of his 
own Children, to bring down Self- confidence, and 
to hide Pride from their Eyes, 7ob ii. 6. 2 Cor. oY 
xii. 7. ; but it js unwritten that one Saint ſhould 4 
deliver another Saint to the Devil, for their Re- - 
formation and Amendment. What will their 
high Pretenſions avail in the Sight of God? .. 
Ixvi. 5. Your brethren that hated you, that call, 
you out for my name's ſake, ſaid, Let the Lord be F 
glorified but he ſhall appear to your joy, and they __ 3 
ſhall be aſhame4 Lawful Ends will not juſtify 2 
unlawful Actions in the Sight of God, Fob Xill. 7. 3 
Wili you ſpeak wickedly for Cod? and talk dec. 
Mr Gib anſwered, that if the Church, either 6 
preſentative or diffuſive, could, by their Sentene 
of binding or looſing, judge and determine 1 
States of Men, then it would follow, that upem = 
the Account of Mens Tranſgreſſions the Churenk 
can firſt judge and ſentence them as graceleſs and 
unregenerate Men, and God muſt ratify that Sen- 
tence ; and afterward upon their Penitency ang 
Repentance, the Church can pronounce them con- 
verted Men, and then God muſt ratify that Sen- 
tence. This would be very abſard, going before 
and preſcribing unto God. PFF 
We replied, that we looked upon the whole of - 3 
this Argument to be idle Jargon: And indeed if 
it had dropped from the Mouth of one who is an 
avowed Enemy to all Church-diſcipline, we might 
have better borne it; for if the Argument.cargy 4 
| | . any b-; 
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muy Senſe at all, > miſt gene hr 1 
ner: That it is the bigheſt Preſimpticn — 
I for-a Church to judge and condemn. Y 
1 Vc their Wickedneſs, and above them upon. AG] 
FF. <ount of their Peniteney, and then expe; that] 
| Sage will rarify their Sentence in Heaven; but 
Church by their binding and logſing do pro- 
3 N in Order before God, and then he muſt fü. 
= w by ratifying their Sentence: Therefore they + 
3 nt ty of N higheſt Preſumption and Arrd- 
Won x Now, if Mr Gib will ſay Amen to this 
# 895 Argument, then we will know with whom we | 
Have to do, even with one that endeavours to vil ! 
päraend all Church: diſcipline, and ſet natural Religion 
. and Revelation at variance: But we have learned 
t the holy Oracles to view this in anotffer Le 

E | e ſay God only is the original Judge; he 
E Judges fundamentally, Men onfy "minifterialy x 
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* judges intuitively, Men only declarativ 
24 26 Wherefore, ſeeing it hath pleaſed him to maki be 
9 3 Z f the Miniftry of Men, and hath committed unto * 
n x7 Them the Word of Reconciliation, he -hath.given 
to the Church»vepreſentative the two Keys of Doc-. 
trine and P Epline, that they may bind and looſe 

= in his Name, in Agrecableneſs to his Will. Hence 
Veo ſay, that every Miniſter of Chriſt hath Autho- 
* rity from their great Lord and Maſter, fo that uß- 
on all proper Occaſions he may in a doctrinal Way, } 
peaſs Sentence, and read every Man's Doom, open 
aad ſhut Heaven and Hell, by telling them, at 
. wnrighteous fhall not inherit the kingdom of + 
Cod, 1 Cor. vi. 9.; and that the fearful, and unbe- 

| Vieningy, and the abaminable, and murderers, and 

* whoremomngers, and ſorcerers, and idolaters, and 
40. N hall” have their "ey in the 1 _ o 
* WP 3 2 urnet ; 3 
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be looked upon as Heathens pc Publicans2. 13 
indeed as their Sin is more highly 3 8 
their Condemnariosz bal be: greater; for: it hall 
be more tolerable for Sodom, though they were - 
among the worſt. of Heathens, than for them 3 et 29:66 2 
* here they muſt leave them, till God find them gut . ; 
either in Mercy or Judgment. Now, will not 0 
"Chriſt ratify his own Words; which he comma 
eth his Servants to ſpeak in his own: Name, a RT, ia 
the Aſpe& of a Promiſe, John xx. 3 2 hoſe: . 7" 
ever ſms ye remit, they are remitte emf. 8 
Mr Gib told us, that the greater Eren 
tion did not caſt Men out from being Members hes 
the viſible Church, nor doth it at all rob them © 
the Chriſtian Name: Nothing can caſt bern os 0 
of Church memberſhip, and | depriee en of t 
Chriſtian Name, but their own voluntary renoun- =, 1 FP 
- cing of the Chriſtian Religion, and turning Pagan” > 4:0 
or Mahumetan., All that is done by the greater of 
Excommunication, is only to apf dem 7 5 5 DE 
Church Benefits or Privileges. „ 2 8 £ 
We replied, If this be the Caſe, hen we: fog n 2 
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A | Difference betwixt the greater. and: leſſer Erro 8 5 I 
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ene 2 For 3 1 leer Neu dre FO q 
from the Benefits of the Church, and that booms q 
there i 18 ſomething 1 in their Work and Way 3 inton. 4 
'S with the 3 of Grace; but oy 
* edebarred from Privileges a — : 
: main Members of 8 = __ 4 ' 
therwife with thoſe chat are 5 
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. 
Ae eee 28 are won my 8 
— the 27 of Nature, and is like to endanger the 
whole Body, -and leaven the whole Lump. Now, ; 
| When any Member of the Body i is taken with al 
= - - infectious Diſeaſe, we cut it off, leſt the whole 
Body be deſtroyed., Hence we. find i in by Eq 
ment Style, that it is called a cutting 5 
N le, or cutting off Jam the eon . of the 85 
Tund. Now, when this is meant 
Off. eutting by. the civil Magiſtrate, x is B IJ 
"She! it is 22 of a ſpiritual Off. cutting by the 55 
Such, it is Ex communieation: . when 2 
Nan is cut off by Death, he cannot then be a 
Member of the Commonwealth; no more can an 
_ Excommuniecate Man be a Member of the Church, 
until brought back by Repentance ; which is the 
Work of him only who can quicken the Dead. 
In New Teftament Style it is called a putting a- 
ub from among yourſelves, or from among the 
Hail. Now, as a Member cut off hath no 
Communion either with Head or Members, ſo it 
is here. Hence we find it in the Sentence of the 
Antiburgher Synod, that they are to be looked 
en oy) all and every One of the Faithful, FIG Ty 


they are no Members of the Church, ſo r 
no more deſerve the Name; for Names in he, 


the Thing named, and are frequently changed at. 


called Bet h auen, the houſe of vanity : And b 


ſtament Days, yet when the Spirit of God forks: = 8 
telleth the Rejection of the 7ewiſh Church, . > : 


bc Name was given them at Antioch. Nou, 8 Me 3 1 
Whether ex communicate Men renounce thei 1,8 
- Memberſhip and Name or not, yet our Lord call. I 

Publicans. Let God be true, and every man u lyar. 


ven from Scripturs, that the inceſtuous Perſon was 


10 the Corinthians to take off the Sentence, + --. 
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4: 1 0% „ 
then Men and 'Publicans. And from ſs, Yo! 

tence we may frame this Argument; No heathen - 
Man or Publican is a' Member of the viſible | 8 
Church ; but an eœ communicate Man 1 4 Hea- bo | 


then and Publican: Therefore an e , 
Man is no Member of the viſible Church. — 


Writ are for ordinary ſignificant or expreſſive of W 


cording to the Change that paſſeth 1 er Perſons : Fe 2 
or Things, relatively or really, to the better or iod * 

the worſe. Hence Aram muſt: be called Abru- 
ham, a father of a multitude ;* Jacob a ſupplanter, x, FM 
is called Vrael, a prince and prevailer. Luz was — = 
called Bethel, the houſe of God, becauſe: of the heme : 5 4 

venly Viſion ; but when abuſed to Tdolatry, it was 


wer glorious the Name of J/rael was in Old: Tho; 7 A I 


"Wo 


Ixv. 15. he ſaith, Ard ye ſhall leave your name 1 x 
for a curſe unto my choſen -" for the Lord God 23 NY þ 
flay thee, and call his ſervants by another name?” - 1 


* 


eth them by another Name, even Heathens ard: "EF Fat” y } 
Mr Gib added further, that it could not be Pro- 5 
deſtitute of ſaving. Grace, even before and at the 8 25 


Time of his Excommunication ; and that becauſe 
he mourned fo exceſſively, that the "Apoſtle writes 
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be ſhould be ſwallowed up of too much firroy f 
= -  MNcither can it be proven from Scripture, that 4. Ml +» 
A le ander and Hymeneus were graceleſs Perſons. 8 
n 88 Alexander Was with P aul, and accompanied him | f 1 
== In his Travels, was with him in his Sufferings at 


F 

5 Epheſus, and kept him from entering into the 21 

5 Theatre; and though afterwards be excommuni. [ 
85 date him for his Blaſphemy, yet this will not prove e 
| 4 

Io 


_ that he was deſtitute of ſaving Grace; for even 
tithbe Saints themſelves may fall very foully, 
_. _. 7» this we now reply, that although the Word 
=. Fgracivus and graceleſy be not in the Text, yet the 
= Apoſtle points them out to us by ſuch Names and 
__ Characters, as do only agree to ſuch as are deſti- 
—_: > tute of ſaving Grace. 
e, With reſpect to the inceſtuous Perſon. 
_ What he was after his Recovery we ſhall not diſ- 
pute, but before that Time his Crime was not one 
Hligle Act, but had lived in the habitual Practice 
of ſuch Wickedneſs as was abominable to the very 
_ Is H eathens, who have nothing for their Guide but 
—_—_ the dim Light of Nature, for a Man to have his 
_ : Fathcr's Wife. But it will yet be more clear, 
ven we conſider the Name that the Spirit of God 
“gives bim in the Text, a wicked perſon. Now, it 
s obſervable that the Spirit of God makes uſe of- 


__ thoſe. two Names frequently through the whole 4 
 . Book of God, as the diſtinguiſhing' Badge between 
__  'Gracjous and Graceleſs, viz. Wicked and Righte- 
o- II. iii. 10. 11. Say ye to the righteous, that 
' its ſball be well with him i unto the wicked, it 
Dull be ill with him. Pſal. xxxvi 1. The tranſ- 
__  — 2reſſim of the wicked ſaith within my heart, that 
— Zherc is no fear of God before his eyes. Is that 
Man in a State of Grace that is deſtitute 2 
T N 


o x TH * 
B 4 — 74 
# 2.9K 1 6 2 5 
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Fear of God? If Wikia 217 There Lays pence, faith; 
in God, to the wicked. Is that Man in- a gracious 
state that hath no Peace with God, and bath no 

Intereſt in Chriſt's Teſtament? "John xiv. 27 


pPfal. ix. 17. The wicked hall be turned into „ 


in a graceleſs State; but the inceſtuous Perſon 
before his Excommunmication was a wicked Perſon; 
and to ſay otherwiſe, were to charge the Spirit of 


State. We know that a Man in a State of Grace 


neus; for it ſeems that they were both in the W 
1 ranſgreſſion, both made ſhipwreck of Faith ad. 
of a good Conſcience. What Faith was it? Not 


the Reſurrection of the Dead. Errors are Gf 


overturn the Foundation, which we call aamnable 


Such an Error i 18 on ins eee S and Hyme- + = 
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Peace I leave with you, my: peace I give unto 


Is that Man in a State of Grace that Mall be turn- . ; 


ed into Hell? Upon the whole we may N ö 
Argument thus: That a wicked Perſon is B 
Out the Fear of God, bath no Peace with 


and ſhall at laſt be turned into Hell, cone 


God with a Lye, which is horrid Blaſphemy: 
Therefore the inceſtuous Perſon was in à graceleſs 


may do, and has done wicked Actions, but We 
know of no Place in the whole Bible pn C's a 3 
Man, after he is brought into a State of 1 f 


a wicked Perſon. + 
We ſhall next conſider' Aexdnder' * 


ſaving. Faith, for that cannot periſh ; but tempo- - 2 
rary Faith it muſt be, for their Error cope 
one of the fundamental Doctrines of Faith, vis. 


Kinds; ſome are beſide the Foundation, and a 5 


conſiſt with a State of Grace; ſome are againſt An 1 4 


Errors or Here fies, which when held faſt and 
maintained, are inconſiſtent with a State of Graco. IP | 
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mo % 3 . one es” the: chief . af" 
dur Creed. Wbich will be yet more-elear; if we 
bearken to the Apoſtle's Reaſoning, 1 Gar. xv. 13, 
14. 16. 1. If the dead riſe not, ihen is Chriſi not 
riſen. And 775 Chriſt be not riſen, then is our preach. - 
"ng wain, and your faith is alſo vain; ye are yet © 
1 - ie your fins.” If the Members ſhall never riſe, then 
4 n no the Head. riſen; and if Chriſt the Surety 
2 Cautioner be yet in Priſon, then the Hects 
Debt is not paid, Chriſt has not yet finiſhed the e 
= Work the Father gave him to do; the Spirit an- 
not convince of Righteouſneſs, for Chriſt is not 
| gone to the Father, God hath not raiſed him up, 
vor given him Glory. Hence our Faith and Hope 
-,_ cannot be in God, for God that was manifeſted in 
"x The e is not received up into Glory. O what 
15 aſpbemy is here! So that we may frame 
+ Ee he e 8 thus: They that deny fundamental 
Doctriges, upon which dur everlaſting Salvation 
onnded,- cannot be in a State of Grace; but of 
this Sort was Alexander and Hymenens, who faid 
* that u paſt already and ober- 
1 - threw the faith of fame, 1 Tim. i. 19. 20. 2 Tim. 
. * A. 17. 18.: Thereſore theſe fundamental Heretics 
1 3 h f 7 - 0gld not be in a! State of Grace. That this wass 
the ſame Ale gander that was with Paul at Epheſus, 
© js. very uncertain, and cannot be proven; but 
ſince be hath begged the Queſtion, we ſhall be 
El Bee to give it, with this Conſideration, that the 
more ſplendid his Profeſſion was, the more dread- 
ful was his Apoſtaſy. There is not a more awful 
Doom pronounced againſt any in all the Book of 
Soc than that againſt damnable A poſtates; 8 
8 N. 62. No man having put his hand to te pl 
A, poking back, „ . for the gn, of 7 
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' haven Sears in him. The Word is negatively! + of 7 = 

expreſſed, and may be read in he Poſitive, 1M ; = 3 

%u ſhall 24th and abbor him. Moreover we max 

ke a that their Apoſtify was total; Faith and 

= = Conſcience compreherds the whote of * 
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- 1 
57 


f | 

= | Rel ion. The Apoſtle "obſerves, 1 Cor: &v. 325 * 

dat when Faith concerning the Refurręction OY 5 5 

, the Dead periſheth, then a good Confetence wit. 4 

| periſh with it ; Men will count all Religion van, I s 
etheir in Doing or Suffering, and give themſelves... I 


n 


over to Sen 
eat and Hint, 
their Apoſta 


and all Bicentiouſneſs; 8 I 
i 10-morFow we Me. ab , RES 
ay was total, fo it is mors than He ER q 
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MH. bable that it was' alſo final, for we neper ed Une = = 
Word of their Recovery; and indeed e rare, <4 
if at all poſſible, tat a güſtering Profe we 


- turns a total Apoſtate, is ever regvered "Xs, 
4. 5. 6. For it 5s impyſſible for i who were = 
on been and have tafted f heavenly” - 
g, and were made partakers of the Rely CH, 
and have taſted the good word of Cod, * the” | 
powers of the world 10 come ; 52 they 2 fall 4. 
| © way, to renew them again t nite repentancess enn 5 
| they crucify to themſelves the Son of God afreſh; 5-2 9 
and put 225 to an open ſhame. From the Whole 25 — 
we may frame this Argument: That fkining Pro- 
feſſors, when they turn total A poſtates into dam: : 
nable Hereſies and Licentiouſneſs, never were in 4 + i 
a State of Grace; but of this Kind were Hexan. WM 
der and Hymeneus, who made ſhipwreck of Faith '- ; 1M 
and a good Conſcience : Therefore they were ner 
ver in a State of Grace. = I = 
From the whole we may draw this Concluſion, -- i 
that we find not an _ in all the r We of _— 
raſes 
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y. that were the Subjects 


ex communicate one that is a true Believer: But 


JJ Ny org te fi 
acles i F the greater 
 Excommunication, but thoſe that were guilty of. - 
groſs Immoralities, or maintaining damnable Er- 
rors, which when obſtinately continued in, con- 
trary ito Light and Conviction, are ineonſiſtent 
With à State of Grace. Nor do we find any other 
Doctrine advanced from the Pen of any eccleſiaſtia 
Scribe, It is true, becauſe, the Church ſees but 
as Man fees, and oan judge only according to the -. 
\_ . outward: Appearance, that it is poſſible they may. 


we are ſure that? they: never look upon him as 


ſuch; but on the contrary; as having all the 


Marks and Characters of an Unbeliever, otherwiſe 
they could not do it in the Faith that their Sen- 
tence ſhould be ratified in Heaven, and uhaſſoever 
it not of faith, is ſm. Agrecable to this our Weſt- 
minſter Aſſembly, in their Form of Church- go- 
vernment, tell us, that the Senten 
er Ex communication ſhould paſs | 
thoſe Things about which godly an } | 
hath differed or, may differ; and the Reaſon is 
plbkzain, leſt godly Men, being on both Sides of the 
Queſtion, were excommunicate, contrary to the- 
e Spirit of God hath recorded 
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"differed, which is well known to be the religious 
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= _ 2 that it was che laſt, not ane $ 


55 To-day that it was Yeſterday, but muſt. w pr 


j had to the Ch that paſſeth both pen 
| 8 eſtablim it, and them that rofeſs it's - 3 
| ' Yea, if we muſt view it in this Light, re-. 
» MB tHoions Oath can de lawful, and we neus in : Wo | 
bo don our Covenants. as ualawful-Oaths, even, 2 3 74 Y 
- pureſt Times for all religious Oaths: muſt be. 5 
of equal Breadth and * th with the divine: Wit | "1 J 
which faith not, Be ye holy, as this Manor tht. | 
Man, this Chureh or that Realm, is holy 3 Me 2 
he which hath eglled you is holy, ſo be ye huly ont" "of | 
all manner of converfation ; ' berauſe It. 1 written, | _ 
Be ye holy, for I ani holy, 1 Pet. i. 15. 16. ee. 
therefore per fort, even as your Father which 15 in 9 25 4 ; 
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E contained in the Seriptures of Truth, the only 


eee Rule of Faith and Manners, and, as it is 
- briefly ſummed« up in bur approven Standards, 
r Doctrine, Diſoipline, Government, and Wor- 
3 le Both theſe. Volumes, divine and human, 
F I a dere eſtabliſhed and authoriſed by Law at the Re. 
1 - yolution, as is to be ſeen in the Acts of Parlia- ; 

ment, printed that very ſame Tear; wherein we 


ſee the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament, 


tion and -Teſt of the true Religion that hoy then 


; eſtabliſhed in this Realm; ans 
{ 38 : Religion we are all ſworn, both perſonall/ and na- 


_ \ religious Clauſe binds Men unto.- And as they 
= are bound by this Oath to adhere to, and abide 
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ttrary to the true Religion. And foraſmuch as 


'& 92 the true * eligiop, cherefore they become the Mat- 
; cer. of ou 
* 5 8 neſſing againſt. And this is the true Reaſon why 


FN we bave made a Seceſſion from the preſent- Judi- | 
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Bade 


fFection fs the Matter of our TaltiGeation, and: no- 
11 thing leſs: is the ſtanding Rule of our Sandtifica: - 
tion. But they that approve of the religious Clauſe 
Ig 5 702 of this Oath, view it in a quite other Light, and 
= 8 . Jook-+ upon the true Religion obiectively, as it is 


Wo the Confeſſion of Faith, every Chapter, every | 
: I * Section, authoriſed by Law” as the only Founda- 


it is to this true 


; and it is to this true Religion that this 


1 KRealon, t are bound to oppoſe, condemn, and 
N 3 telſtify fort all Errors, Immoralities, Defects, 
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pot it, or in the Profeſſion of it, can be no Part of 


'eſtimony, which this Day we are wit- 
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As for the Objections brought geinſte ) that hm =) 
been ſaid, they are trifligg and of no Moment. 
Some tell us, that all. that own the Chriſtian SA } 
Name, both Papi/ts and: others, take. the Bible for 73 4 
| their Rule, and cal Hair Religias4 the true Reli 1 
on. e 
: Anſ. 1. If. this prove. any thing at all, it WY 
prove too. muchz and: that i is, that. — muſt not take; 
the Scriptures for the Foundation of the true Relis4 „ 
gion, becauſe Hereties found their falſe Religion * TY 
upon it. 2. We anſwer, that by the Seriptures, — 
| upon which they pretend to found their, Rehgien. 
ve can eaſily prove theirs to be falſe, and df fü e 15 . * | 
de true: And beſides all this, we haye our Stan 
dards for Doctrine, Diſcipline, Goyernment, and "i 
Worſhip, gathered our. of the Seriptures, and ex”. 3 1 4 ; 
ſtabliſned by Law in this: Reatrn, which. none of... i 
thoſe Heretics will ſubſcribe to. - - ** . "I 
Moreover we may obſerve, that all Oaths, fo vn PBS.» 9 
ther promiſſory or aſſertory, muſt have mew three 
Qualifications, viz. Truth, Judgment, and Righ⸗ 5 8 £ I 
teouſneſs, and muſt. be taken in the rue and pfais 
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. el in the Soriprarcs, and ſummed * our ap- 
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3 w, and preſently profeſſed. in cine Realm, ho- 
bs eb NETS ſhort and contrary” Profeſſors May come. 
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uf, Kind we e et ger fen my. 
er ee corfufed Head, or a ſelfih, and pr e. 
af Judiced Spirit, if not both, bat no Dilfor- 
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3 Wood, Hay, Stubble in the Profeſſion, or Pro- 
> feflor of it, or betwixt the Temple: worthip, and 
te Worfhippeis in the Temple. And wie may 
15 be very cor ident, that i our News light Men bad = 
"Fived in thoſe covenanting Times, in the Days f 
Sur Fathers, they would have caſt all cheſe Con- 
1 2 lors and Martyrs out of the Kingdom of Obriſt, 
E .  and*&clivered them over to Satan, becauſe” 
could not condemn ſwearing to the true ion 
then preſently profeſſed, though now, kke-the old 
1 bp Plariſees, they can praiſe e cad Prophets, and 
pPerſecute living Saints, who are burning and ſhi- 
ning Lights in their Day; ſome of whom have 
_ finiſhed their Courſe, and. though dead, TR ſpeak, 
whoſe Frajle will be in the eons when this 
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«  phets = harm Did 2 I tell you, thy we - 
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« me, it were. better for him that 4 pany 2 

« hanged about his nec l, and that ho ue r drawned i in 
„ ebe 4 700 of the ſeas Have nat 1 {ecufed thay x 

*« everlaſting Salvation by an unchangeable Decres 25 A 
of of: Election, by my efficacious—Merits,.- 25 | : oF 
< prevalent- Laterceſſion, by che continual Jahabl2 
© tation of my Spirit, by an everlaſting © 2 ww 
of. Promiſe, by the 1 Seed of . 1 ol 1 
Re periſh, 3 her all a any pluck them 4 
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« deliver them over to . He that ren 
vel h Cod, let him: anſwer Surely e 
keth ingusſition'for blood, le remembereth un. 5 
We have now viewed Mr Cibs Theſis in "iis. 
Light of Revelation, according to our ene 
and we cannot {ce them agrecable to divine Truth, 
unleſs. we take Darkneſs for Light. Indeed r 
Gib can tell us, that we came not for Frome i 
to diſpute the Matter. But We can anſwer, that. 
we know no better Way af receiving-Light' from 
thoſe that differ from us, thanby.impugning-theiwt 
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N as not altogether fruitleſs; for we ſaw. more 1 
a Weakneſs of their Cauſe, by the Weakneſs — 
ee to defend it, than in any Strengtß 
: ab our on to oppoſe it. It is alſo obſervable, 
* that none, in their Account, are lying open to 
Light, or willing to be inſt ucted, but ſuch as 
N v4 ake all their Sayings: for canonical, 'without Trial 
ef Examination : And indeed they have the Hap- 
* 2 inefs to teach a People, that have their implicit 
© Faith as ready, as they have their antiſcriptural 
1 * . Notions, and that can take ſtrong Aſſertions for 
3 :Rrong Arguments; but unhappy for them, for 
"By Mr Monericf ſeems to be of the contrary Opinion, 
= i may be ſeen in his Animadyerſions upon the 
5 * "SJ Sentence of the greater Ex communication. Now, 
n chis critical Caſe it is difficult to credit both o: 
2 Fele the only Shift which they can have is 
is, - Phat Day they hear Mr Moncrief, to believe 
- Hes; and that Day they hear Mr Gib, believe the . 
3 ; and fo. like a Noſe of Wax, when heat- - 
e Wich Wild- fre Zeal; they can receive any. - 
* . 7 / Sep their Leaders pleaſe to put upon them; 
aud they may tell the World that theſe T wy 
3 are Paradox es, which none but they themſelves 
* 5 5 en underſtand. How eaſy Work might ſubtile 
=: * —.— have here in gaining Proſylites, if they can 
bat pretend to high Meaſures of Zeal for Refor- 
mation, and tell their Hearers, that however learn- 
de and godly Men may be, yet if they ſwear to 
adhere to the true Religion, founded / upon the 
e and our approven Standards, in oppõ- 
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